THE LEO amateur radio scientific society of ALASKA
Date: 5-10-05   Newsletter number: 6

No officers, no business meetings, no dues, no politics, no titles or rank, 

 just the science of Amateur Radio
Three cheers for our new VO-52-LEO HAMSAT/VUsat. Up 435.35/Down 145.90.  CW/SSB.

MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT

 

Dean Straw, N6BV, LEO Antenna Symposium – June 18th

 

Our next meeting will be a special symposium of workshops to be held on Saturday, June 18th at Immanuel Presbyterian Church at 2311Pembroke St., a blue building set back from the NE corner of 24th Ave. and Boniface just North off of Northern Lights and Boniface.  We will have 4, 1 ½ hour workshops starting at 9 AM and finishing at 4 PM.  Lunch will be served on site. Workshop and lunch charge by pre-registration before June 13th will be $19 and after the 13th and at the door the charge will be $24.  Check only please.

Please note registration form at the end of this newsletter.
 

Our Speaker for all 4 workshops will be:

 

The ARRL antenna editor:

Dean Straw – N6BV
Speaking on:

4 topics on 

Amateur Radio Antenna’s

Sponsored and underwritten 

by 

FRIGID NORTH
 

The 4 topics will be:

 

9-10:30

Communication System Design: An overview for HF, VHF and UHF

11-12. 
    
Antennas and Transmission Lines: In theory and practice.

12-12:45 
Catered Lunch

12:45-2    
The Effects of Local Terrain: How to take into account the terrain    
     
            around your tower and antennas.

2:30-3:30.      
 Propagation Details, and Exotica.
Summary of Topics for Anchorage Antenna Seminar, June 18, 2005

by Dean Straw, N6BV, Senior Assistant Technical Editor, ARRL

Session One


I will start out with an hour-long talk about “Communications System Design -- an Overview.” The first talk is meant to be an introduction to the magic of HF for beginners, as well as a review for grizzled HF veterans. I will describe the basics of communication by line-of-sight means, and will then introduce the concept of long-distance HF communication by means of the ionosphere. 


The emphasis here will be on scientifically planning a station for optimal HF communications. I will introduce a top-level view of antennas, categorizing them by their main characteristics of polarization, gain and feed-point impedance. 

Session Two


The second session will get into more details about “Antennas and Transmission Lines -- in Theory and in Practice.” This will involve characterizing various basic antenna types in free space, and then over flat ground. I will demonstrate modeling techniques using the popular EZNEC method-of-moments program, plus some of my software from The ARRL Antenna Book. The mysteries of transmission lines will be explored, again using software from the Antenna Book to illustrate the details. Various tuner topologies will be explored also, including a section on how to really stress your tuner!

Session Three


Now we’ll get into “The Effects of Local Terrain,” a section I consider to be where the rubber meets the HF road. I’ll go into details about how your local terrain can have a profound effect (for good or for bad) on the launch of HF signals into the ionosphere. I will demonstrate how to use USGS topographic data to model antenna setups over real-life ground terrains. 

Session Four


The last session will go into more details about actually using propagation predictions and is

 entitled “Strategies Using Propagation Predictions for DXing and  Contesting.”
 The main thrust is how to 

use the predictions included on the CD-ROM bundled with the 20th Edition of The ARRL Antenna Book. There will be some discussion also about some more “exotic” modes not covered by the printed propagation predictions -- such as gray line and scatter paths.

 

R. Dean Straw, N6BV

Dean has been a Senior Assistant Technical Editor for ARRL since 1993, specializing in antennas, transmission lines and HF propagation.  He is the editor of the last four editions of The ARRL Antenna Book and the last four volumes of The ARRL Antenna Compendium series, not to mention a two-year stint as editor of The ARRL Handbook.
 

First licensed as WH6DKD in 1959 at age 12, he has been active since then mainly on HF—and mainly in contests, both phone and CW.  Experience in ham radio led him to a degree in electronics engineering at Yale in 1967, where he was active at the W1YU club station, operating mainly in contests.  Dean worked in the marine electronics industry for more than 25 years before joining ARRL staff.

 

Since returning to the west coast in 1998 from New Hampshire, Dean has become ARRL’s longest-distance full-time “telecommuter.”  He operates regularly at the N6RO contest super station in the East Bay or from DX-exotic locations around the world.  Dean resides with his wife, Rayma, in San Francisco.  He has two sons and four grandchildren.

 

Some of Dean’s many publications:

 (He has over 19 pages of “GOOGLE” listings of his publications, speeches, awards, etc.  See GOOGLE “Dean Straw – N6BV”)

 

“Top band: TOP HAT”,  ON4UN’s Low-Band Dxing. ARRL (Review. 73 Magazine)

“2 Meter Hentenna”. Ham Universe

“The ARRL Antenna Book”.  (R. Dean Straw, Editor).  ARRL

“The Well-behaved antenna”.  AntennaEx

“One Stealthy Delta”. SGCWorld

“The ARRL Handbook”. (R. Dean Straw, Editor) ARRL

(Many-many more at GOOGLE)
There will be an advance charge of $19 for all four workshops plus a catered lunch.  An “at the door” charge will be $24 for all four workshops plus lunch.  See snail mail registration form at the end of this newsletter.  Last day to receive advance registration will be June 13. The workshop fee will be used exclusively for Dean’s expenses. He is not accepting any remuneration for himself or travel expense reimbursement for Rayma.

IMPORTANT:  Please note symposium registration form at end.
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Dean and Rayma Straw

SORRY!  But due to copy right and proprietary concerns we will not be able to allow any video taping.
 

Special Thanks to Tom McGrath of Frigid North Company of Anchorage

 

We extend our most sincere thanks to Tom McGrath owner/operator of FRIGID NORTH COMPANY of Anchorage for not only sponsoring and underwriting Dean Straw’s LEO Antenna Symposium but, even more importantly, providing Alaska Hams the only complete electronic store in the state and his provision of a most generous discount for Hams.  Whatever the need Tom, and Frigid North, has been there for the Ham community for 26 years.  

Since starting Frigid North in 1979 Tom has also been a valued Anchorage community leader.  Tom has served as: Member of Spenard Community Council; Chairman of Zoning Committee; Chairman of Federation of Community Councils; Co-Chair of Anchorage Healthy Future Project; Member of Anchorage’s Promise to Youth-Building Assets in Youth, and in this capacity he has attended the Presidential Summit on Volunteerism; Member of Project Act (Alaskans Collaborating for Teens); Member and President of Edge Marketing and Procurement; Managing Partner EMP Capital Management Inc., and Member, Board of Directors , Business Alaska.

Perhaps we should say that Tom’s support of the Ham community is really secondary to his leadership in helping our youth and growing the Anchorage/Alaskan economy to the force that it is today.  THANKS TOM!
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Tom McGrath of Frigid North and LEO Mike Sweeley-KL7AR

The LEO Weather and Road Report Net.  M-F,  9 AM+.  147.27/87 @103.5 tone.

 

Glennallen repeater on line.  146.64/146.04 (-). Tone 103.5

 

April 9th LEO Meeting at Eagle River

At our last meeting on April 9th at our favorite restaurant, The Szechuan, in Eagle River, we went back to our roots and celebrated our 5th anniversary by having three top notch presentations on our current LEO’s.  For our speakers we went right to the top and had our three AMSAT reps speak.  Dan-KL7DR, Ed-KL7UW and Dale-KL7XJ told us everything we needed to know particularly about  AO-51, SO-50, FO-29 and about AMSAT and how to use its exciting new web site design.  Outstanding power point presentations, great hand outs and good food made for a great Saturday with 30 in attendance.  Thanks Dan, Dale and Ed.
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LEO Experts and AMSAT reps Ed-KL7UW, Dale-KL7XJ and Dan-KL7DR

 
What Walkie-Talkie should you use to operate the LEO FM Amateur satellites?

By Dan O’Barr, KL7DR
 

The Kenwood TH-D7A(G) is by far the best over all hand-held made to work the LEO FM Amateur satellites.  It is the only currently produced HT that does full-duplex well, and it will also do APRS and packet with its built in TNC.  However, it’s not without its issues.  Mainly, it is very delicate and doesn’t stand up to rough handling in Alaska’s climate very well, and it is extremely difficult to program.  It also has the nasty little SMA antenna connector, poor battery life, and doesn’t have dual receive in one band.

The ICOM IC-W32A is a full-duplex rig, but its 2-meter transmitter de-senses its 440 receiver.  So, it doesn’t work the birds in full-duplex very well.  For semi-duplex, my all time favorite is the Yaesu VX-7R.  I have tried most of the currently produced bunch, and I’ve had mixed, but mostly good results with the Kenwood TH-F6A and TH-G71A, Yaesu VX-5R, and Alinco DJ-596TMKII and DJ-V5TH.  I haven’t tried Yaesu’s FT-60 or ICOM’s IC-T7H and IC-T90A yet.

 

In my opinion, three older HTs, that are no longer made, are the best for voice on the FM birds.  They are the ICOM IC-W31, Yaesu FT-51, and the Kenwood TH-78.  But like the Kenwood TH-D7A(G) they all are very delicate, and finding one in good shape can be difficult.  They all do full duplex very well, have BNC antenna connectors, and you can buy extra large batteries for them.  There are some even older models like the Yaesu FT-530, ICOM T-8A, and the Alinco DJ-580 that are good RF wise and work the birds quite well, but are very awkward to operate.  Most of the real old dual-band HTs were tuned for the 440 to 450 MHz area, and lack the sensitivity in the 435 to 436 MHz area necessary to hear the satellites weak downlink signals.

 

In my opinion, the perfect single hand held rig for working the LEO FM Amateur satellites should have a good full-duplex RF section and TNC like the Kenwood TH-D7A.  It would also have the toughness and features of the Yaesu VX-7R, and a BNC antenna connector.  Some of the features I like most about the VX-7 are the dual in-band receiver (not needed for sat operation, but I like it).  And for us old geezers, it’s easy to program, has very loud receive audio, easy to read display, and most of all—it’s very tough and waterproof.

 

Keep in mind that the best way to operate the Amateur birds is full duplex.  That way, you can hear your own downlink signal and optimize on it so you can hear the other operators better when you release your PTT.  Also, any 2 meter radio with PL tones will work as an uplink transmitter with almost any antenna, including some rubber duckies.  All of the radios discussed above, any handheld scanner, and most of the newer Amateur HTs that receive 435 and 436 MHz will work as a downlink receiver for full-duplex operation.  That's the way I did it for a long time before Arrow came out with their duplexer.  I still prefer to use 2 radios when I'm doing a demonstration.  I have used an ICOM IC-T2HSPORT for uplink and an ADI AT-401HP as a downlink so those watching can hear both sides of the QSO.  These radios only cost about $100 each and work better than a single radio.  If you use the Arrow antenna with two radios (one for each band), you don't need the duplexer, which has significant loss on UHF. 

 

Aiming Your High Frequency Beam by, LEO Professor Emeritus, Robert Wilson, VA1AKK/AL7KK

D’Escousse, Isle Madame, Nova Scotia, Canada 

If you want to point your Yagi antenna in the correct direction to talk to a distant station, then try my program called BEAMAIM.EXE. You can install it on your computer and put an icon on the screen to call it up whenever you want. You need to enter your latitude and longitude only to the degree because more accuracy is unnecessary. Then tell the program what angle you want to point at. It will show you exactly where you can expect to be able to talk with the best signals. To get out of the program simply press CTRL + BREAK and the program will go back to the hard disk.

What this program does for you is to paint an accurate picture of your beam pattern on a map of the world. The pattern is probably more narrow than most beams, but I wanted to make sure that the program would work even for the tightest possible beam. The lines are not straight but follow great circle paths from your location. The beam pattern starts out about 2000 km. from your station because that is where the signal probably hits the ground first. The pattern ends at the other side of the world from you and the signal converges approximately as it would in the real world. Each beam direction you select is a different color. You can run about 5 patterns before the program is saturated and you need to restart, anyway with that many patterns things will be pretty confused if you don't restart.

If you send me an email I will send the program to you in ZIP format and you will need to UNZIP it to make it work. The UNZIP program is built into many computers. The reason for sending it in ZIP is that many e-mail systems will reject any program ending with EXE as anti-virus programs think anything with that ending may be a virus.  My email is    < kl1hg@ns.sympatico.ca>

And, from Rob and Doreen Wilson: “Life Among the Nova Scotians “

2604 Highway 320, D'Escousse, NS B0E-1K0, Canada   

We knew a good number of you when we lived near the center of Big Lake, close to Wasilla, Alaska. Doreen had grown up in Nova Scotia, Canada, where her father had moved from South Africa after selling De Beers their famous diamond mine. Trouble with the diamond mine was that her father thought it was just a farm, and he didn't know about the diamond patch. Well, he got to Canada and so did Doreen by way of consequence. Rob's mother's family had come to the U.S. and Mexico from Nova Scotia where the family had owned a drug store and a newspaper. So it was natural that we decided to move to Nova Scotia in 2002.

It was a long drive from Big Lake, Alaska to our new home on Isle Madame, Nova Scotia. Look at your map, it is hard to find a longer west to east trip across North America. Our new island home is off the east coast of Cape Bretton Island ("CBI"), the northern part of the Province. The island is about 10 miles in diameter, and it is rocky and mostly forested in the interior. This island was settled about 1600 by French settlers and a French patois is still spoken daily by many of the people. Around 1745 many of the people from this area were deported to the state of Louisiana, and are now called "Cajuns", a grammatical corruption of Arcadian.

Today on Isle Madame we found the same Wilson family names that you could find in Louisiana. The people are mostly fishermen, but since the collapse of the fishing industry on the "Grand Banks" times have been very hard on the island. 

We were able to buy a nice modern house from a ship captain in the small town of Poulamon. This town is so small that it has no stores and not even a post office. The people here are descended from families who have been on the island for perhaps 400 years. But, Rob says that doesn't mean they are technically ignorant as our new house has the best electrical wiring job Rob has ever seen. And winters too, the roads are maintained in a way that would make any Alaskan jealous. The instant it snows the plow is out and keeps scraping up the snow until it is all gone. Of course they do apply lots of salt to help that snow go away, and rust is an island plague.

As for ham radio we find that there is little technical activity to ignite a local interest in amateur radio on either Isle Madame or adjacent Cape Bretton Island. There is a well maintained repeater on CBI and our kitchen VHF radio will get into the repeater nicely, but there is very little activity. Rob has put up a three element 20 meter beam and finds that contacts are easy, except for Alaska. Alaska is hidden behind the "aurora arc" and signals are severely attenuated. Being so far out in the Atlantic it is an easy path to talk to Europe, and often the European stations drown out the U.S. stations. Europe is easy even on the 75 meter band from Isle Madame.

Be sure to stop in for a day or two if you are in Nova Scotia, and try some of Doreen's excellent lobster, mackerel, or squid. We send our best regards to everyone in Alaska and want you to know that we haven't started to talk funny yet! Eh!
LEO BYTES and WEB SITES of interest to LEO’s.  By Dale-KL7XJ.  If you have an interesting web site or LEO information for Dale to use, please send it to daleh@alaska.net 
There is a good page explaining Doppler tuning on the FO29 or other LEO’s.
It comes from the AMSAT archives.   Some is old info but still applies. Check it out at:
 http://www.amsat.org/amsat/features/one_true_rule.html .  
(Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent 
sending or receiving certain types of file attachments.  Check your e-mail 
security settings to determine how attachments are handled.)

 

One thing I did have success with was the site for the Sat-Explorer tracking
program free download at:  http://f1orl.club.fr/satexG.htm .
 
Orbitron was mentioned at the April 9th LEO meeting. It is another satellite tracking
program. The link for the free download is: http://www.stoff.pl/ 
This program can have the TLE's updated by text files. So if you
subscribe to them from AMSAT or ARRL you can save them to the
'amatuer.txt' file in the program and then update within the program.
 
Preamps are recommended for satellite service.  A person can work
without them like I did for a number of years.  But when you put one on your
down link you will be amazed at the improvement in signals.  This is
especially evident when satellites are low to the horizon and farther
away from your location. You can work more stations on the low
horizon passes. They require 12-13.8VC. They can be fed
either through the coax or externally.  Always be sure they are mounted
by the antenna and check to see if they can pass RF
through them. Some have relays that will bypass them but not all do. I
fried one that I had spent hours converting for AO40 downlink from
2.4 GHZ to IF on 2 meters.


It is good to hear the newbies on the satellites.  I was AL2I's first
and 2nd contact.  Ron, KL1PL is becoming a seasoned Sat operator.
I even saw where he connected to ISS, the space station bulletin board
on packet.  Wayne, KL0XT in Juneau is becoming a regular also.

I was fortunate to get a 24vac transformer from Larry, AL7LW so now
my antennas are back in service. 
 

Previously mentioned web sites:

http://www.space-track.org/perl/login.pl - Registration for your tracking program for your TLE.

http://gahleos.obarr.net  - Great LEO site by KL7DR-Dan with updated LEO orbits and valuable WEB links.

http://www.ocarc.ca/coax.htm - COAX line loss calculations

http://issfanclub.com  -  For ISS Ham communications.

http://www.seti.org  -  Looking for our relatives way out there.

http://www.csgnetwork.com/antennaecalc.html - EIRP calculations and more.

Other space, astronomy, satellite and Ham satellite sites:

http://spaceflight.nasa.gov/realdata/tracking/index.html       http://www.ac6v.com/software.html#SAT 

http://www.qsl.net/kd2bd/predict.html      http://www.onsat.com/links/
http://vkradio.com/sat.html        http://www.astrosurf.com/avl/UK_index.html

 HYPERLINK "http://www.amsat.org.ar/" http://www.amsat.org.ar/ 

and…

http://511.alaska.gov/  -  Important for winter traveling with live cameras on Alaskan highways.

Please send me any WEB SITES that you think LEO’s would be interested in.  Tx and 73.  Dale/XJ

 

Equipment Review by Mike KL7AR.  The Ten Tec Orion
I recently purchased a new Ten Tec Orion, and I have found that it is all that the manufacturer claims in its advertising. The arrangement of the tuning controls and the selection buttons for the various functions of the radio are very ergonomic. The radio has one 5x5 inch screen on which all information is displayed. This includes a spectrum display which is selectable between 72 KHz, 36 KHz, or 18 KHz. All the necessary functions of the radio can be selected from buttons which surround the screen and those buttons are “big finger” friendly. The menu system is very simple and only one button push deep. Two of the nice features of the radio are the roofing filters which really work well in crowded band conditions and a fully adjustable AGC system. Unlike most rigs which have selections such as LOW, MEDIUM, or HIGH the TEN TEC system allows the operator to adjust any parameter within these selections plus it has a 4th selection within which the operator can create his own personalized AGC position. The radio is really two complete transceivers and, in addition, any VFO or antenna can be assigned to any transceiver then those selections can be sent to one of 4 memories and instantly recalled. The operator can, therefore, with one button switch from 20 meter SSB, 2.4 KHz filter, 100 watts and antenna # 1 too 40 meter, PSK, 1.8 KHz filter, 50 watts, AUX audio out and antenna #2 with one button push. The rig has a full 100 watts output plus a tough final amplifier stage which will tolerate a 5:1 SWR without reducing power. An automatic antenna tuner is included also.

Two things come to mind that I do not like. The first is that the manual is not well written. It reads as if it were written by the software designer rather than the guy who is going to use it. TEN TEC could use help from some Japanese tech writers. The second item is one that does not bother me, in fact I rather like it, but some might find it annoying.  It is the fact that there are no pretty red, green or yellow LED displays. The radio is very plain in that field, the S meter is analog and all the displays are black and white.

All in all I have found the radio to be well worth the money. 73’s.   KL7AR 

 

(ANTICIPATION:  In our Fall newsletter we will have an article by Mike/KL7AR about his erecting and evaluating his new FORCE 12, 620-340N which has 6 elements on 20 and 3 elements on 40, weighing 200 pounds with a 54 foot boom at 60 feet height   Also, word has it that Mike’s “5BA”is headed to an antenna farm in the Trapper Creek area. Ed)

 

Hamming by backpacking and on our waterways by Jesse-Kinda Lost 1 Ravine King

Many of us like nothing more that combining our love of the fantastic Alaskan outdoors with the equally fantastic hobby of Ham Radio.  This is especially true during the summer when we are out and about with our portable gear.  This article will be a clearing house for those who know in advance their hamming outdoor trips and would like to have folks stand by for them.  Each time we get a notice we will send out a special LEO note to all of you.  Hopefully, some of you will want to especially do this on Field Day weekend.  A good example:  For almost 10 years KL7DR-Dan  has stood by for John-KL7QZ on AO-27 and UO-14 and now AO-51 while John and his family have been out wilderness camping and canoeing in very remote places in Alaska where there was no cell phone or any other type of communication.  After talking to John on the “bird” Dan would land line call one of John’s daughters and report their location and that they were OK.   If you are planning a hamming/outdoor trip please let me know at  KL1RK@yahoo.co or  907/770-3928.  

Our first announcement:

I (Jess-KL1RK) will be leading a men’s church group on a river trip down the Swanson River from put-in at Mile 17.1 Swanson River Road north of Sterling to Captain Cook State Park.  We will start on Friday June 24, Field Day weekend and finish on Sunday the 26th.   Hams are welcome to join us on the river or communicate with us on the 147.27 repeater.  More modes and frequencies will be determined.  Email or call Jesse to connect with his trip. 

Also, during the Fall AARC HamFest I will be offering a class on wilderness hamming.

 

[image: image4.jpg]



KL1RK-Jesse, the ravine king above Turnagain Arm and not lost!

 

Alaska VHF-UP Group  (AVG).  A new group home page by Ed-KL7UW at  http:www.qsl.net/al7eb/avg.htm
 

This home page is to form an informal group for promoting interest in VHF and higher frequency operating with long-distance, weak-signal techniques.  This group will also facilitate entering VHF, UHF and microwave contests in Alaska and will be loosely affiliated with the Pacific NW VHF Society and the Leo Society of Alaska.

 

The AVG (Alaska VHF-Up Group) will tailor itself after the Leo Society by having no officers, dues, or business meetings.  Meetings will be arranged for the sole purpose of bringing together hams with like interests in VHF and higher technology.  Membership will be promoted for the purpose of identifying those who wish to find others in Alaska with similar interests.  Charter membership will be offered to the first 49 who join (or those who join by December 31, 2005), whichever occurs first.

 

It is hoped that “weak-signal” nets will be created to stimulate activity.  Initially, perhaps following the “Son of Sideband Net” held every Monday evening on 144.200-MHz at 2000 local time. It is hoped that  alternating SSB nets on 432 Mhz along with FM and 1296 Mhz will soon follow.  We will also consider using 147.27 as a liaison frequency. We could designate one night a month as a “tech talk” get together. During the summer months, microwave operating will be promoted during scheduled contests.

 

Initially, Ed-KL7UW will act to facilitate this group and host its web pages.  Please contact KL7UW for more information via the 147.27 repeater or via e-mail at  al7eb@acsalaska.net
 

It will be majority rule in deciding what we will do.  For more information look us up at ALASKA VHF-UP GROUP.  http:www.qsl.net/al7eb/avg.htm  

Tx/73.  Ed/UW

 

 

HAMFEST & FLEA MARKET

Saturday, May 21, 2005 at the PALMER TRAIN DEPOT

 

The MARA Hamfest will run from 10 AM to 5 PM  and will have communications gear, computer gear, and  assorted types of electronics equipment.  Door prizes will be drawn on the hour.  A grand prize will be awarded at the end of the Hamfest, about 5 PM, and the winner must be present to win any door or main prize.  Kids under 12 will be free if accompanied by an adult!  $3.00 at the door will make you prize eligible!  Tables are available at $10.00 per table for individual non-commercial use and $15.00 per table for all business & commercial use.  A “country store table” will be available at a 10% charge on each item sold.  Food and soft drinks will be sold on site.  We can show you how to become an amateur radio “Ham” operator.   Ask, and we will help you join the exciting world of Ham Radio communications, and you can help serve your community at the same time! ( Note:  You must have an FCC license to operate any ham/amateur radio.) 

 

THANKYOU!

To KL7XJ-Dale, KL7UW-Ed and KL7DR-Dan for your wonderful LEO program on April 9th.  You are truly great Elmers.

To U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski and your super staff for all your help regarding BPL.  And Lisa, you’re an A#1 Muppet hopper.  You go girl.

This is the 5th anniversary of the Anchorage Assembly height restrictions code being passed. Then Assembly Chair and now Mayor, Mark Begich, with the help of lobbyist Bill Bobrick, was able to get an exemption for Ham antennas.  Bill did all of the work for free at the request of AARC.  May we say thank you every time we put up an antenna.

To The Reverend Dr. John Carey of Immanuel Presbyterian for his great help and support in hosting our June 18th Antenna symposium.

 

LEO ELMERS: GO TO GUYS and GIRLS: Please send yours in.
 

SATELLITES: KL7DR/Dan at dan@obarr.net, AL7EB/Ed at al7eb@amsat.net and KL7XJ/Dale at  daleh@alaska.net .  HF ANTENNAS and  DIGITAL: KL7AR/Mike at xtiger747@ak.net .

 

Reports from The Frontiers of Bibliomania.  By B. Worm.  Professor Worm, KL2JERK, is a defrocked minister and former professor who did the impossible in having tenure and being fired. As one of 7 liberals in Alaska he sits around hamming, reading, eating, and  enjoying the fact that his wife supports him.

A hum-dinger of a true scientific tale somewhat and indirectly related to Ham Radio is “The Mapmakers Wife” by Robert Whitaker, 2004, Basic Books.  This very well told and accurate “History of Science” account of the 1735 French scientific expedition to western South America to determine the exact location of the Equator and points of latitude is a page turner.  We are given two stories in one :  The main story of the expedition, and the story of “The Mapmakers Wife”  who travels on foot the complete width of  South America at the equator in search of her lost husband.

You are invited…

…to use this newsletter for any Ham Radio announcement you may have.  We believe that we have the largest statewide Ham Radio database, and we are most pleased to share it.  Also, check and see if your Ham friends are receiving this newsletter and if not, have them send us their e-mail address.

 

PLEASE

Howaboutit--think about sending in a technical article for this newsletter and/or present a paper at one of our LEO get-togethers.  What’s this “presenting a paper”?  Some years ago this editor was at the FDIM or Four Days In May annual QRP meeting adjunct to the Dayton Hamvention and was impressed with the requirement that when you are a speaker, you put your remarks in writing to be sent out ahead of time, and then the speaker can present the paper in a more casual or specific way allowing for attendees to prepare some questions.  This FDIM model is really just an offshoot of how technical and scholarly presentations have been made for the last 100 years.  We do it a bit more casually.  When you come to speak, have prepared a handout of your remarks written formally, or in short outline form or with just data, tables, diagrams and Web citations or all of the above. Ideally a presentation should last no longer than 40 minutes leaving 10 minutes for questions. Our only proviso is that presentations or newsletter articles contain NO political comments whether it be about CW, BPL, “W” or Ralph Nader. Tx.

 

If you wish to be on our email list, please send your address to KL7QZ at jbury@gci.net.

73’s and 88’s to all Hams on our planet, in our solar system-galaxy –universe.

Keep listening for the “WOW”.  
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Oh my, the LEO bathrobe cult continues to grow.  Ron-KL1PL caught in the lights.

 

The LEOarssAK or LEOs was started on Friday, September 15, 2000, at the Thai Kitchen on Tudor Rd. in Anchorage.  Our bonding interest at that time focused on the Low Earth Orbiting (LEO) Amateur Radio satellites; therefore the name LEOs.   Our founders included AL7KK/Rob, KL1HG/Doris, KL7AR/Mike, KL7JS/Deb, KL7DR/Dan, KL7GO/Gretchen, KL0QQ/Tom, KL0YO/Pat, KL7QZ/John and others.  Our special guest was Jerry Schmitt, KK5YY(SK) inventor of the famous Arrow Antenna.  John/QZ presented the first paper on LEO antennas specifically on how to build an “eggbeater”.  Since then we have had papers on many topics including SETI, Grounding, Moon Bounce, How to Use The Leos, SWR, digital modes and many other topics.  Besides the presentation of papers we enjoy a good lunch and conversation.  We meet at a restaurant in Anchorage, Eagle River or Wasilla.  We start at 11:30 with lunch, our first paper is presented at 12 Noon followed with questions and a break at 12:50 PM; our second paper is presented at 1 PM.  We end at 2 PM.  For information contact John/QZ at jbury@gci.net, Mike/AR at xtiger747@ak.net or Dan/DR at dan@obarr.net .
 

Editor: John Bury – KL7QZ.  jbury@gci.net.   907/349-8754.   5142 Shorecrest Dr., Anchorage, Alaska       99502
 

 

 

 

 

 
Advanced registration Form for June 18th  Antenna Symposium follows.  Please cut out and snail mail with personal check to John Bury – KL7QZ, 5142 Shorecrest Dr., Anchorage, AK   99502

 

Must be received by Monday, June 13.
Name_____________________ Call______________  Email Address _______________

 

Phone Number ______________  Address ____________________________ Zip _____

for the Dean Straw – N6BV Antenna Symposium: Please reserve a seat for me

 

All 4 workshops 9 AM - 4PM and lunch for $19.00; $24 after the 13th and at the door.

 

For lunch I want a:


__ Meat sandwich (Turkey croissant and small Caesar salad)


__ Vegetarian ( Large Caesar salad)


__ Beverages: (Choose one for lunch)



__ Coke/Pepsi



__ Diet Coke/Diet Pepsi



__ 7UP/Diet 7UP



__ Root Beer/Diet Root Beer

 

Any or all of the below:




__ Coffee – available all day




__ DeCaf Coffee – available all day




__ Tea – available all day




__ Decaf Tea – available all day

 

REFUND POLICY: A full refund will be given up to 9 PM Thursday, June 16, 2005. For cancellation notification from Thursday at 9 PM to 9 AM Saturday, June 18th the full symposium fee less $7.50 for lunch will be refunded.  No refund after 9 AM, Saturday, June 18th.

 

Please snail mail to John Bury, 5142 Shorecrest Dr., Anchorage, AK   99502



 

Check only please.   Make out to John Bury

 

MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN MONDAY, JUNE 13.

